FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE

enlarged its functions and \vas encroaching on the
committee's authority.

On the "Great" Committee Biilaud-Varenne and
Collot d'Herbois protected the ultra-terrorist procon-
suls he \vished to punish. Saint-Just pictures Biilaud-
Varenne as Robespierre's chief enemy in the govern-
ment. This seems surprising, since Robespierre and
Billaud were not far apart in political and economic
doctrine. It has been claimed that Billaud was con-
sumed with envy for Robespierre. This appears more
than probable, yet Maximilian's irascible and dicta-
torial manner gave him much provocation. Billaud
later bitterly regretted the stand he had taken, which
Saint-Just characterizes as enigmatic, contradictory and
insincere. Often during meetings of the Committee
Billaud would close his eyes and pretend to slumber.
At other times he would mumble: "We're walking on
a volcano!" or, pale and taciturn, would stare fixedly
before him.

Saint-Just quarrelled with Carnot about the conduct
of the War Office, and Robespierre took the side of his
young friend. Saint-Just went so far as to threaten
Carnot with the guillotine, whereupon the latter defied
him to do his worst and exclaimed: "You're a pair of
mock dictators!" After the battle of Fleurus, Saint-
Just's quarrel with Carnot grew especially bitter. Carnot
had ordered the transfer of troops from Jourdan's
army without consulting Saint-Just, who, being on
the ground, understood the situation better than he.
But for the fact that Carnot's order was not carried
out, the blunder would have cost the French the city
of Charleroi.

The principal quarrel between Robespierre and Car-
not concerned the latter's insistence on sending artillery
belonging to the sections out of Paris. Carnot's action
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